
From: "Ken Merrill" <kmerrill@kalispeltribe.com>
To: "Bray, Dave" <Bray.Dave@epa.gov>

Date: 3/25/2017 1:00:25 PM
Subject: Kalispel draft FAQ for Class I redeg

Hi David,
We are trying to help prevent some of the misinformation rhetoric we are hearing. Could you take a quick 
look at the attached FAQ and see if we might be misleading anyone in the FAQ. We are trying to send it 
to the County before Wednesday
Thanks --Ken

Kenneth R. Merrill
Manager - Water Resources Program
Kalispel Tribe Natural Resources
PO Box 39, Usk, WA, 99180
(509) 447-7276 (office)

 (cell)
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7. What types of facilities are regulated by the PSD program? 

The PSD program regulates large industrial facilities such as steel mills and petroleum refineries.  

The Department of Ecology maintains a list of all PSD-permitted facilities in Washington at 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/psd/psd permits htm. 

8. How will Class I redesignation affect existing industrial facilities? 

Class I redesignation will only affect an existing industrial facility if it is a major stationary 

source and makes a major physical or operational change resulting in a significant increase in air 

pollution.  Class I redesignation will have no effect on Ponderay Newsprint’s current operations. 

9. How will Class I redesignation affect new industrial development? 

Class I redesignation will have no effect on new industrial development unless a facility emits or 

has the potential to emit enough of a PSD-regulated air pollutant to trigger PSD review.  If a 

facility meets this threshold, it will go through the same review process that is already required 

because of the area’s Class II designation.  The primary difference due to the redesignation is 

that the new facility may have to install better pollution-reduction technology to meet Class I 

pollution standards.  If a new industrial facility cannot meet Class I pollution standards on the 

Reservation, it would have to relocate farther away. 

10. What can be done to offset any lost economic opportunities due to redesignation? 

A proactive planning effort by Pend Oreille County, the Tribe, and other community leaders can 

help identify and attract the types of development that provide good jobs without harming our 

natural resources and way of life.  

11. What are the likely economic effects of Class I redesignation? 

Based on the economic analysis in the Tribe’s Technical Report, Class I redesignation will likely 

have a neutral to positive economic effect on the Reservation and surrounding area.  Class I 

redesignation will have no effect on the types of economic activity that are currently driving the 

local economy and will help protect the environmental values that attract outside income to Pend 

Oreille County. 

12. What are the likely benefits of Class I redesignation? 

The Technical Report concludes that Class I redesignation will benefit the Kalispel people and 

the surrounding community by reducing health problems related to deteriorating air quality, 

better protecting our use and consumption of natural resources, preserving visibility in the Pend 

Oreille Valley, and enhancing worker productivity, property values, and quality of life. 

For more information, visit: https://www.epa.gov/nsr/prevention-significant-deterioration-

basic-information; http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/psd/PSD Info Site.html  
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